
Dear SBA members: 

The bees must be as con-
fused as we are with a 
forty degree change in 
twenty four hours!   I 
have seen  several differ-
ent kinds of pollen com-
ing in, but in my neck of 
the woods anyway, the 
nectar flow is all but over.  
I have talked to several 
beekeepers around the 
area and everyone 
agrees....the honey stores 
are low, so now is the 
time to feed if you haven't 
already done so.  Ben 
Chadwick told us at the 
August meeting that a 
hive very low in stores 
can take as much as ten 
gallons of syrup! 

Several members have 
expressed an interest in 
hearing about overwinter-
ing nucs,  so I have asked 

our treasurer, Don Pow-
ers, to discuss it at our 
September meeting.  He 
has had good luck doing 
this,  so we can learn 
some tips.  In addition, 
bring your last minute 
questions and concerns 
before the hives are on 
their own for the winter. 

Beeschool starts on Octo-
ber 6 and runs for six 
Wednesdays through No-
vember 10.  Do you  have 
friends that are inter-
ested?  Contact Margaret 
Agnew at Marga-
ret_Agnew@alum.mit.ed
u or 347-1059. 

 

Happy Beekeeping!   

 

Sincerely, 

Amy Robinson 

 

 

Presidentõs Corner 

Dear SBA Members: 

While I have endeavored to 

add more material to the 

newsletter, the month of 

August has been extremely 

busy so as a result the news-

letter has been abbreviated 

this month.  I got married at 

the beginning of August and 

then took my annual vaca-

tion, but the real obstacle in 

doing the newsletter this 

month was one of my hives 

sent out a swarm on Sep-

tember 2!  A big thank you 

to Amy Robinson for letting 

me borrow her extra equip-

ment.  So, I thought we 

could discuss a strategy to 

deal with this or experiment.  

Here is the background: 

Back in May I was having a 

problem with laying work-

ers.  Ben Chandwick gra-

ciously came to my house 

and gave me a nuc. 
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The nuc contained a recently mated queen.  The bees were relatively gentle and easy to work with for the month thereafter.   
The following month, the bees became increasingly aggressive and difficult to work with.  Of course, Ben said that they were 
acting normal.  But normal was not good enough for me as right next to what I call òSatanõs Lairó is the òMary Poppinsó of 
hives where the bees practically sing as they do there work.  I asked Ben to take this evil queen along with her amazing egg 
laying ability away which he cheerfully did.  I requeened the hive with a queen from a more gentle stock.  I left her alone for 
two weeks.  Much to my chagrin I received a telephone call from my husband stating that the bees have swarmed.  I called 
Amy Robinson who lets me borrow a her swarm capturing device (a wooden basket with a piece of cardboard).  I collected 
the swarm and hived it.  The next day, I intended on putting the swarm back into their original hive with an added super only 
to find over fourteen swarm and supercedure cells (quite a few had been opened).  I also discovered after going through the 
swarm that my marked queen is no longer in existence.  Good times.  The original hive that sent the swarm out has queen 
cells in it which I left.  The swarm hive has virgin queen in it.  My good hive has plenty of drones.  Since I have been feeding 
both hives since August 15, I had 60 pounds of excess honey to give the swarm.  I also gave the swarm pollen patties.  The 
swarm bees have drawn out 8 frames out of 10 so far in a deep super.  What are your thoughts and suggestions? Ironically 
enough, I just sent Bev Chadwick an email stating òno more drama I promiseó.   Christopher 
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Schedule of Events  

September 16, 2010 - 

Monthly meeting, Jeremiah 

Smith Grange Hall, Lee, 

New Hampshire 

October 21, 2010 - 

Monthly meeting, Jeremiah 

Smith Grange Hall, Lee, 

New Hampshire 

November 18, 2010 - 

Monthly meeting, Jeremiah 

Smith Grange Hall, Lee, 

New Hampshire 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

September 2010 


